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Happy New Year 


APPY NEW YEAR. How gloriously these words ring out. No carillon of singing 
bells touches so many hearts as these words of hope and joy. They follow close on 


Merry Christmas, as they should, for it is the Christmas spirit of incarnate love that gives 
hope for a happy New Year. 


Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky; 
Ring, happy bells, across the snow. 


We are entering not only a new year, but a new quarter of a century. Twenty-five years 
ago there were many discussions as to when the century began. There is no question now 
but that the first quarter has gone. What a terrible and what a wonderful quarter century 
it has been, a day of wrath and fury, a day of retribution, a day of revelation and of resto- 
ration, a day of hope for millions, a day of glorious anticipation of righteousness in the dealings 
of men with men and nations with nations. Hate has never revealed itself so malignantly. Love 
has never had such victories. When some one writes up the deeds of loving sacrifice of these 
twenty-five years, and the victories from age-long tyrannies that have been achieved, its 
splendor will shine forth. 


Ring out the false, ring in the true; 


Ring in redress to all mankind. 


There has never been such a seed sowing of the Scriptures among men. The circulation 
of the American Bible Society alone has exceeded 102,000,000 volumes of Scripture. This 
is more than the entire circulation of all the preceding years since the organization of the Society. 
The total missionary advance for which this circulation of the Scriptures has been the courier 
has been unprecedented. 

As electric lights have belted the world, flashing out in the darkness of strange cities, in 
the homes of the lowly as in princely palaces, so, even more abundantly and more remotely, 
the truth of the love of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost has entered into 
the hearts of men. We turn into a new year, a new quarter of the twentieth century, and we 
may well be joyful for new opportunities to speed the story of redeeming love. 


Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 
Ring out the thousand wars of old: 
Ring in the thousand years of Peace. 


It is a year of especial interest to our Bible Society household, numbering its tens and hun- 
dreds of thousands,—we are happy to belong to so big a family,—for it will bring to a conclusion 
the first decade of our second century. Next May we shall set up another milestone, not 
as large a one as at our centennial ten years ago, and yet of consequence; for it is worthwhile to 
mark our steps and see how and where we are going. 

All seems encouraging. We rejoice in many new friends—new individuals, new congre- 
gations joining the ranks of our supporters. New fields are opening, old fields are enlarging, 
the call for Scriptures is unprecedented. New plans for improving and increasing the output 
to meet the need are in process. 

We look forward to a great year in the ringing of the gospel bells the world around: 


Ring out the darkness of the lands; 
Ring in the Christ that is to be. 


ror 


14 2b 


4 Biptr Society RECORD 


Volume 71 


James Wood 


Memorial minute adopted by the Board of Managers of the American Bible Society, January 7, 1926. 


AMES WOOD, President Emeritus of the 
American Bible Society for six years, and 
President for nine years, died at his ancestral 
home at Mt. Kisco, New York, December 19th, 
1925. 

Mr. Wood became a member of the Board 
of Managers in 1896. His service to the 
Society thus covers a generation. His roots go 
back deeper, as he had been a member of the 
Westchester County Bible Society before his 
connection with the American Bible Society, and 
he served as president of the Westchester 
County Bible Society from 1905 until his death. 
In 1903 he was elected Vice-President of the 
American Bible Society, and in 1911 he became 
its fourteenth President. 

For all these years Mr. Wood was an out- 
standing personality. His influence was felt 
almost immediately on his becoming a member 
of the Board of Managers. He participated in 
the debates on the policies of the Society, show- 
ing a quick grasp of the problems that arose. 
He served with distinction on the Home Agen- 
cies Committee for fifteen years, a considerable 
portion of that time as chairman. He served 
on the Auditing Committee for seventeen years. 
He was a member of the Ways and Means 
Committee from its organization, and _ its 
first chairman. He was a member of 
the General Reference Committee from 
1903 to 1925, serving as its chairman the larger 
part of this period. He was chairman of the 
Special Committee which had entire charge of 
the celebrations connected with the Centennial 
of the American Bible Society in 1916, and was 
chairman of the War Committee which had the 
responsibilities of the unusual distribution ne- 
cessitated by the late world war and the secur- 
ing of the requisite funds for the same. He 
represented the Society at many important 
gatherings, and frequently as a delegate to the 
Foreign Missions Conference. He was also a 
delegate to the World Missionary Conference, 
held in Edinburgh, in 1910. 

Mr. Wood was a natural leader, never for- 
cing his way, never zealous for office, ready to 
transfer authority, and, yet, never withholding 
any service or leadership which he could give. 
All his relationships with the members of the 
Board were gracious and friendly. Though he 
was intimate he had a bearing of dignity that 
was native to him. He presided with a perfect 
knowledge of the business, never losing track 
of it, always controlling it, yet without the ap- 
pearance of control. He was just and fair, 


allowing different judgments to be freely pre- 
sented. He had very decided opinions, but was 
ready, however, quickly to accept the judgments 
of the majority. His gifts were, perhaps, most 
conspicuously evident in the committees in 
which so much of the work of the Society is 
mapped out. He was fertile in ideas, quick to 
perceive situations, ready with suggestions, 
often writing out, while others were talking, a 
solution at once adopted; and yet ready to 
modify, alter or lay aside his suggestions when 
others were presented that seemed better. His 
mind was both alert and flexible, and his nature 
generous. 

In the conferences with the Bible Society 
of Virginia, the Chicago Bible Society, and 
the Pennsylvania Bible Society which led to 
the establishment of new home policies, he 
represented the Society; as also in con- 
ferences with delegates from the British and 
Foreign Bible Society on two important occa- 
sions in New York and London. The leading 
personalities in these organizations at once rec- 
ognized him as an equal and friendly advocate 
and counselor. Yo the public functions of the 
Society, particularly those connected with the 


Centennial, he brought distinction by his knowl-- 


edge of the affairs of the Society and his per- 
sonal charm and manners. A man without ex- 
acting business responsibilities, he was able to 
give an unusual amount of time to the innumer- 
able details of the Society’s work. 

His personal relation with the officers was a 
constant delight to them. His sympathetic 
knowledge of their cares, his wise counsel and 
his courtesies made him an invaluable friend 
and adviser. He was never unmindful of the 
importance and dignity of the Society itself. 
He loved its traditions, and he loved its activi- 
ties. All of this interest was based upon a per- 
sonal love of the Bible and an unwavering con- 
viction of its place in the life of the individual, 
the home, the nation, and the world. He was 
true to the highest spiritual traditions of his 
ancestry. 

While the American Bible Society recognizes 
the dominant place which James Wood held in 
its business, it does not forget that he was a man 
of many interests, and that his service to the 
Society was undoubtedly all the more valuable 
because of his leadership in so many affairs. 
This is not the place in which to recount the 
long list of the organizations in Westchester 
County, in which he had his home from his birth 
on November 12, 1839, to his death on Decem- 
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it the right, the secret introduction in bundles of merchandise, of the first volumes of the New Tes 
ons, Mr. Harrison S. Morris, in the Century Magazine for June, 1905, wrote: “The color of Miss 
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ia frieze of heroic size on the walls of the governor’s reception room in the State Capitol at Harris 
the left, the printing of William Tyndale’s t ranslation of the New Testament in English, in 1525; ar 
‘the martyrdom of Tyndale at Vilvorde, Belgium, in 1536. In describing Miss Oakley’s mural decor: 
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To the gracious courtesy of Miss Oakley and the consent of Curtis and Cameron, of Boston, Mass: 
of the celebration of the four hundredth anniversary of the great contribution of Tyndale to th 
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ber 19, 1925, in the horticultural, agricultural, 
educational and other interests of the state of 
New York, in the larger world of letters as a 
trustee of Haverford College and president 
of the trustees of Bryn Mawr College; but it 
is the place to call attention to his leadership in 
the Society of Friends, as presiding officer for 
thirty-three years of the New York Yearly 
Meeting, and a leading factor in their “Five 
Years Meeting” and other gatherings. He was 
probably the outstanding member of that emi- 
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nent religious body which, though not large in 
numbers, has had so great an influence in the 
affairs of this country. 

The American Bible Society, though deeply 
bereaved in the death of Mr. Wood, is enriched 
forever by his dedication of himself and all his 
talents and gifts to its service. He will never 
be forgotten. No record of Christian work in 
this first quarter of the twentieth century can 
omit reference to him as one of the outstanding 
Christian leaders of his day. 


e We Served 


By the Rev. Frank Marston, D.D., Secretary, Central Agency 


OW fortunate is the Bible cause and the 
American Bible Society in the men who 
serve and represent them is shown by these 
sketches of two recently called to higher service. 


I—“Faithful unto Death” 


The Central Agency has recently lost its 
veteran colporteur. He was the oldest, at 
least in point of service, in the employ of the 
American Bible Society in this country.. He 
began when a youth and kept on until, weary 
and worn with his life’s task, he laid it down at 
the age of seventy-five, after fifty-five years of 
service. His name was W. A. Young. Born in 
Bibb County, Alabama, October 17, 1850, he 
died in the City Hospital, Knoxville, Tenn., 
October 20, 1925. 

His record as a colporteur for the Bible So- 
ciety is unique. Beginning the work while a 
student in Cumberland University, Tennessee, 
to help pay expenses, he kept at it till the end of 
life. He worked while in college, on Saturdays 
and during summer vacations, and in this way 
canvassed several counties. He gave away 
and sold thousands of Scriptures to the poor 
in those early days. After leaving college, he 
worked first among the colored people of the 
Mississippi Delta. Then among the Indians in 
what was then the Indian Territory. Then in 
Texas, and afterwards in Missouri, Arkansas, 
Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama and 
Mississippi. And then back again to Tennessee, 
where he finished his lifework in Knoxville. 
He was well known all over these last-named 
states, and in later years was familiarly known 
as the “Old Bible Man.” 

It would be interesting, indeed, to know into 
how many homes this man had taken the 
Scriptures. It is perfectly safe to say that 
thousands and thousands of Bibleless homes 
received the Word of Life from his hand. He 
was well thought of everywhere he went, and 


often wrote about the great kindness of the 
people to him. The story of his experiences 
would make splendid “copy” for any news- 
paper and would read like a romance. It was 
a long life spent in just one task. Children 


W. A. YOUNG 


that were born the year he began were gray- 
headed when he finished it. 

Mr. Young once wrote me about his mother. 
His tribute to her memory is worth repeating 
in his own quaint way. ““My mother died fifty- 
six years ago (1863). She was a strong 
Christian woman and impressed her life upon 
four boys and one daughter. Our family was 
soon scattered, but all carried the religious life 
our mother impressed upon us. I have spent 
my life in distributing Bibles, and my brother 
in preaching the gospel. He left ten children— 
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all religious workers. I lost my people for 
fifty years, and then found them the leading 
people in the places where they lived. They 
all stand strong for God. My mother could 
not read, but she impressed her life upon her 
children and her grandchildren—graduates of 
high schools and colleges. I have had it im- 
pressed upon me that one may be illiterate and 
yet live right, and God will bless his children, as 
he did in the case of my mother.” 

At the time Mr. Young wrote this tribute 
to his mother, he was seventy years of age, 
and she had died when he was only thirteen. 

It was his ambition to distribute one million 
copies of the Scriptures, and he almost reached 
the goal of his desire; for when he died he 
was well up to the nine hundred thousand 
mark. He fought bravely against the disease 
that had fastened itself upon him, and kept on, 


REV. D. L. LINDSEY AND 
HIS HORSE AND BIBLE 
WAGON WITH WHICH HE 
TRAVELED “OVER ALL 
KINDS OF ROADS IN ALL 
KINDS OF WEATHER, CAR- 
RYING THE SCRIPTURES 
TO ALL KINDS OF 
PEOPLE” 


day after day, up and down the streets, with a 
load of Bibles in his left arm. But, at last, the 
tottering limbs would go no more, and the pal- 
sied left arm that had carried nearly one mil- 
lion copies of the Scriptures lay at rest upon 
his breast. He was literally worn out with 
his work. The Knoxville daily papers spoke 
kindly of the “Bible Man,” referring to the 
“tottering frame of the old, white-haired Bible 
man, who was such a familiar sight on Market 
Square, where he sold Bibles to the country 
people.” 

We had a simple service in his honor, and 
then laid him away in Gray’s Cemetery, Knox- 
ville, Tennessee, to await the morning of the 
resurrection. 


II—“I Have Not Done Much” 


But the Master said: “Thou hast been 
faithful, and I will make thee ruler over 
many things.” And, after all, it isn’t a man’s 
achievements as the world looks at them, but 
a man’s fidelity to trusts committed, that counts 
in the courts of heaven. And this is the way 
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the life work of another colporteur of the 
Bible Society is to be estimated. 

For a second time in four weeks, the Central 
Agency has been called upon to bury one of its 
workmen. The Rev. D. L. Lindsey, of Enter- 
prise, Alabama, began working for the Bible 
Society some four or five years ago, after doing 
similar work in other territory. He traveled 
all over the southern counties of the state, driv- 
ing his horse and Bible wagon over all kinds of 
roads in all kinds of weather, and carrying the 
Scriptures to all kinds of people, especially to 
the poor and the lowly. 

He never seemed to think he had done much. 
Often his monthly reports would close with 
the refrain—“I have not done much this month. 
I will do better next time.” And yet, as I 
would write him, ‘a man who has placed Bibles 
in twenty-five or thirty Bibleless homes as you 
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have done this past month, cannot say, ‘I have 
not done much!’”’ He loved the work for 
the work’s sake. A minister who knew him 
wrote me: “He was an absolutely good man. 
I have known him for thirty-two years.” 

He had just finished his month’s work in 
October and sent in his report. It was a good 
one, and I had sent his check for the month’s 
work. He never dreamed, I suppose, and cer- 
tainly I did not, that his next report would be 
the one we all must make before the great 
White Throne. But .on November 6, 1925, 
he finished his work on earth and began it in 
eternity. 

He was an ordained minister of the Metho- 
dist Church, South. His early life is un- 
known to the writer of this brief sketch. But, 
as for the last few years, I can testify that they 
were rich in good works. In response to his 
request, | had marked out for him a long itin- 
erary through South Alabama. But God had 
planned it otherwise and called his faithful serv- 
ant to come and rest awhile, and be forever 
with the God with whom he walked on earth. 


January, 1926 


BisLe Society REcorpD Z 


The Year 1926 and the American Bible 
Society 


HE majority of those to whom the RE- 

CORD goes are an important source of the 
stability and growth of the income of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society through their gifts. It is 
fitting that they should have a knowledge of 
the processes of determining the undertakings 
of the year and the program contemplated. 


The Budget—$1,271,750 

The Board of Managers, encouraged by an 
income during 1925 that probably will meet 
the expenses of that year, and by the good pros- 
pect of a slight increase in income for the com- 
ing year, made appropriations totaling $1,- 
271,750 for 1926. This is no small sum. 

A Possible False Conclusion 

That the income has been adequate to the 
expense in the past year, and promises an in- 
crease in the coming year, may suggest to some 
that the American Bible Society has ample 
means and is not in any especial need of vigor- 
ous support. Such an idea would be a sad mis- 
take. Only because of a very stringent restric- 
tion of expenditures to the probable income 
have the expenditures of past years not ex- 
ceeded the income. While this policy will have 
the approval of the business world and of the 
Christian public in general, it may not be 
realized what it involves. Take three examples. 


Donations Regrettably Restricted 

An officer of an Auxiliary Bible Society 
wrote in high dudgeon to the headquarters in 
New York over an announcement he had seen 
in a religious paper from one of our southern 
states, that an appeal from a chaplain of a 
state prison, for Bibles to distribute among the 
prisoners, in connection with a revival of in- 
terest in religious matters, had been fruitless. 
He felt that the great American Bible Society 
was bound to meet every such appeal. In fact, 
he was quite inclined to put serious blame on 
a management that failed so to do. But at 
the Bible House there was the annual report 
of that Agency, in which the Secretary men- 
tioned his keen regret over his inability to re- 
spond to this particular request, which had 
reached him late in the previous year, and that 
he had promised to give assistance when the 
funds for a new year arrived. In the same re- 
port, it developed that that Home Agency had 
donated during the year several tens of thou- 
sands of volumes of Scripture, many of them 
to prisons, reformatories, and hospitals. In- 
cidentally, it is in point to mention that the 
Auxiliary whose officer had criticized this 


Agency had not given $10 in five years to 
help the American Bible Society in its home and 
foreign fields. The present limitation in in- 
come involves the serious curtailment, or re- 
fusal, of aid with Scriptures throughout our 
field, at home and abroad. 
Fields Intermittently Visited 

In the estimates for the year 1926, the Secre- 

tary of the Western Agency has this to say: 


I have made no new plans of any consequence 
[because of the limitation of appropriations.—Ep.]. 


A 
Ken- 
tucky 
Moun- 
tain 
Home 


Reached 


Col- 
porteurs, 
The 
Old 
Lady 
Seated 
Is 
Ninety- 
eight. 


There will be changes in the territory in which work 
will be done. For instance, I have spent over $1,000 
in Idaho this year (1925), being the first money 
which I have put into that state for careful work 
since 1920, I am planning on resuming work, in 
1926, in New Mexico and Arizona, which I have been 
obliged to let go without work for several years. 


In other words, the appropriation for this 
great Western Agency, covering the states of 


Montana Utah Missouri 
Idaho Colorado Arizona 
Wyoming Kansas New Mexico 


is so limited that active work can be carried on 
in any one of the states only once in a number 
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of years. So it is in other home and foreign 
Agencies. Only a part of the work can be 
done with the present income. 

Insufficient Colporteurs 

As a means toward more efficient work and 
the avoidance of overlapping, a few years ago 
the American Bible Society, by mutual agree- 
ment, transferred to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society its work in Korea, and took over 
from that Society its work in the Philippine 
Islands. In forwarding his estimates for the 
year 1926, our Secretary in charge of work in 
the Philippine Islands says: 

Right here, however, let me reiterate that the 
amount we must limit ourselves to in colportage is 
extremely low for the opportunities presented. We 
are doing but little more than we always did in col- 
portage, which was always much less than the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society were doing. Taking 
our work and theirs together, we are doing compara- 
tively little. Always remember that every dollar spent 
in colportage in this country brings immediate results 
in circulation. 


The Real Fact—$5,000,000 Needed 

The fact of the matter is that to meet ade- 
quately the needs, and to use all the opportuni- 
ties that are offered, would take five times as 
large an appropriation as the Board has been 
able to make. If the Society had $5,000,000, 
it could be used wisely and fruitfully in the 
regions the Society is now trying to serve. 

The Processes of Budget Making 

The Board of Managers, in making its appro- 
priations annually, has the advantage and re- 
sults of various processes. From headquarters 
go to the ten Home Agency and twelve Foreign 
Agency Secretaries requests for careful esti- 
mates of what their work will need in the year 
ahead. More will be said on this subject anon. 
When these estimates arrive, they are studied 
by the Secretaries and collated in a form which 
presents the information readily to the eye. In 
‘the meantime, the Manufacturing and Treas- 
urer’s Departments have reviewed the expen- 
ditures and work of the current year, and the 
prospect for the year ahead. 

The data on income are prepared with con- 
siderable detail and placed before the Commit- 
tee on Finance, each member being given a 
nine-page folder with information on the vari- 
ous sources of income. That committee then 
forwards to the Budget Committee its estimate. 

A similar carefully prepared folder, with 
nine pages of data, is placed before the Publi- 
cation Committee. One detail was of the 
Bibles, Testaments, and portions in various 
languages which probably will have to be 
printed in the United States to meet the ex- 
pected demand of the year. For 1926, the esti- 
mate was that editions of eleven different 
Bibles in English, Hawaiian, Portuguese, Span- 


Volume 71 


ish, and Syriac, totaling 200,000 volumes ; six 
editions of New Testaments, and Testaments 
and Psalms, in English, Italian, and Portu- 
guese, totaling 105,000 volumes; and editions 
of eleven portions in English, Italian, Polish, 
and Spanish, totaling editions of 1,293,000 vol- 
umes will be needed. The Publication Com- 
mittee passes on to the Budget Committee with 
its approval, the details of the publication 
budget. An idea of the great value of the judg- 
ment of the committees may be gathered from 
the personnel of the last meeting of this com- 
mittee. The chairman, Mr. W. M. Tuttle, a 
business man of ability and repute; Dr. Talcott 
Williams, retired dean of Columbia University 
School of Journalism, Mr. Roscoe C. E. Brown, 
his successor, and Colonel Henry W. Sackett, 
of the New York Tribune, were present. 


The Budget Committee 

The Ways and Means Committee, which 
passed on the plans and prospects for the rais- 
ing of the expected income of the year, and 
the Committees on Home and Foreign Agencies 
constitute the Budget Committee. Thus the 
members of these three committees, which es- 
pecially have to do with the raising and spend- 
ing of the appropriations, have not only the data 
drawn up from the information supplied by the 
officers at the New York headquarters, and the 
Agency Secretaries in charge of the home and 
foreign fields, but also the opinion of the 
several committees in charge of specific phases. 


The Advisory Council 

The Budget Committee has, further, the 
valuable and most desirable presence and ad- 
vice of the Advisory Council. This Advisory 
Council, established and functioning for the 
past six years, was created to link the work of 
the American Bible Society, which is not de- 
nominational, with the denominations which 
are formally recognizing, and increasingly us- 
ing, it as their agent in the production and cir- 
culation of the Scriptures. Something of the 
representative character of this council, as well 
as the strength of its personnel, will be revealed 
by a statement of the present membership. 


The Advisory Council, 1925-1926 
Seventh-day Adventists 
Mr. B. E. Beddoe Washington, D. C. 
Church of the Brethren (Conservative) 
Rey. F. J. Byer New York City 
Congregational Churches 
Mr. F. H. Warner New York City 
Disciples of Christ 
Rey. S. G. Inman, D.D. New York City 
: Evangelical Church 
Bishop S. C. Breyfogel, D.D. Reading, Pa. 
Evangelical Synod of N. A. 
Rey. W. E. Bourquin Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Society of Friends 
Mr. James Wood Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
Lutheran Augustana Synod 
Rey. G, A. Brandelle, D.D. Rock Island, Ill. 
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Lutheran (United) 
Prof. H. C. Alleman, D.D. Gettysburg, Pa. 
; Methodist Episcopal Church 
Bishop L. B. Wilson, D.D. New York City 
; Methodist Episcopal Church South 
Bishop Collins Denny, D.D. Richmond, Va. 
Methodist Protestant Church 
Rev. T. H. Lewis, D.D. Washington, D. C, 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Rey. H. K. Spearman New York City 
African Methodist Episcopal (Zion) 
Rey. W. C. Brown, D.D. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
: Colored Methodist Episcopal Church 
Bishop R. S. Williams, D.D. Augusta, Ga. 
Moravians 
Rey. P. de Schweinitz, D.D Bethlehem, Pa. 
Presbyterian in U. S. A. 
Rev. A. J. Brown, D.D. New York City 
Presbyterian in U. S. 
Rev. W. J. McMillan, D.D. Baltimore, Md. 
Cumberland Presbyterian 
Rev. D. W. Fooks Nashville, 
Reformed Presbyterian (Coyenanter) 
Rev. T. M. Slater Montclair, N. J. 
United Presbyterian 
Rev. J. H. White, D.D. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
F Protestant Episcopal Church 
Bishop J. H. Darlington, D.D. Harrisburg, Pa. 
Christian Reformed Church 
Rev. L. Trap Whitinsville, Mass. 
Reformed Church in America 
Rey. E. J. Blekkink, D.D Holland, Mich. 
Reformed in U. S. 
Rev. T. Alspach, D.D. Lancaster, Pa. 
United Brethren in Christ 
Rey. S. C. Enck, D.D. Harrisburg, Pa. 


Tenn. 


At a joint meeting of the Budget Commit- 
tee and Advisory Council, December 2, 1925, 
the officers of the Society placed in their hands 
folders containing sixteen sheets of details on 
all phases of the work of the Society, setting 
forth, in parallel columns, the appropriations 
for the year 1925, and the estimates for the 
year 1926 approved by the standing committees 
of the Board, as above reported. Oral state- 
ments were further made as to the processes 
of safeguarding the funds of the Society; the 
production of its publications and care of the 
plates and stock of the Society; the raising of 
the funds; and the needs and opportunities on 


ACTION OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL, 
DECEMBER 2, 1925 


Resolved 

That, after the full presentation by the Secre- 
taries and Treasurer of the work of the 
American Bible Society during the past year, 
in the production and distribution of the Scrip- 
tures; also a presentation of the needs of the 
ten Home Agencies and twelve Foreign Agencies 
for 1926; 

The Advisory Council desires to go on record 
that it believes that the work of the Society is 
most efficiently carried on, and that the income 
is carefully administered, and 


Resolved 

That, in view of the facts presented, we urge 
our respective denominations to become better 
acquainted with the American Bible Society, 
and to make more liberal contributions to this 
great organization for the production and dis- 
tribution of the Holy Scriptures. 
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the fields. It was after two sessions of such 
presentation that the Advisory Council adopted 
the resolutions appearing below, and _ the 
Budget Committee, supported by the Advi- 
sory Council, recommended the detailed appro- 
priations for 1926. The Board of Managers, 
at its regular meeting on the following day 
approved and adopted the recommendations 
and made the appropriations for 1926, totaling 
$1,271,750. The general details are on page 14. 

This recital of the steps by which the appro- 
priations for the year have been made is pre- 
sented here that the friends of the Society, 
scattered throughout this country and in other 
lands, may know something of the care with 


DR. ERIC LUND 


Translator of 
the Panayan 
Bible and Ce- 
buan New Tes- 
tament, Philip- 
pine Islands. 


which the 
ap pf opria- 
tions are 
made, and 


also have as- 
surance that 


monies en- 
trusted to 
the— Society 


are faithful- 
ly guarded 
and wisely 
used. 


erearnes! lia= 
tion and Re- 
vision Work 


Turning now to the work contemplated for 
1926, we meet at once the foundation work of 
translations and revisions. The complicated, 
surprising, and most interesting details which 
come before the Versions Committee are too 
numerous and intricate for any adequate pre- 
sentation here. [or example, at its last meet- 
ing various matters, some simple and involving 
little consideration or discussion, others far 
reaching, were before the committee on the 
following languages and dialects: 


North America German. Bolivian Que- 
: Lithuanian chua 
eas Peruvian Que 
Yiddish Central America Sha 
pero nee ie Cakchiquel Portuguese 
eZ é : £ : 
European —lan- Daiche : Spanish 
uages used South America Africa 
guag' h a 
in) the U.S; Miskito Bulu 
Bohemian Aymara Luba Lulua 
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Chimanyika Asia Micronesia 
Sheetswa Chinese Revi- Philippine 
Zulu sion Work Islands Lan- 
Karre Japanese guages 
Colloq. Arabic Sanscrit Marshall Islands 


Publication and Stock 


The next step is that of the publication and 
handling of stock. Here, again, a story full 
of surprises and unusually interesting problems 
and situations could be unfolded, if there were 
space and time. Take, for instance, the com- 
paratively simple proposition of plates for the 
English Scriptures. Hundreds of thousands 
of volumes, especially in some of the more 
popular editions, have been issued from plates 
that have been in use for a number of decades. 
It is now desirable and necessary to prepare 
new sets of plates. Buta set of plates even fora 
single edition of the Bible involves an expen- 
diture of several thousands of dollars. There- 
fore it is important that new plates be made in 
a form that will be acceptable for some years 
to come. Thus arise such questions as whether 
the new plates shall follow the spelling and 
usages which have grown up in America as 
distinguished from those in common use in 
Iengland, and if so, just how shall American 
usages be determined; what shall be the style 
of type, bold face or ordinary; shall the plates 
have references, shall these be put in the center 
of the page or on the outer margins, and what 
shall be the references; shall a self-pronouncing 
feature be introduced; what shall be the grade 
of paper—a question very much involved in 
the price of the books. These are but a few 
of the problems raised by such a simple matter 
as the preparation of new English plates. And 
they are problems which belong in considerable 
measure to the Committee on Versions, re- 
quiring careful examination, considerable re- 
search, and serious responsibilities in decisions. 

What then must be the problems that must 
arise in the preparation of new plates for Scrip- 
tures in the seven languages and dialects in 
the Philippine Islands which lost their plates 
in the Japan earthquake, and have been under- 
going both the problems of translation and re- 
vision and the problems of publication ? 

There also is the problem of maintaining a 
stock in the United States both of the books 
printed here in the United States, and of those 
imported from other lands; and yet of avoiding 
being overstocked and tying up money most 
urgently needed for the actual distribution of 
the Scriptures. Something of this problem 
may be understood by looking over the price 
list of the Bible Society’s Scriptures, which 
contains 1,049 books in ninety-five different 
languages, and various bindings and types. 

Unless told, it would not be known that in 
the vaults of the Bible House are carefully 
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stacked away the plates from which the Scrip- 
tures have been printed in fifty-five languages. 
When a call comes for Scriptures in any of 
these languages, these plates must be brought 
forth and turned over to the printers. It 
would take over $2,000,000 to replace these 
plates. The only plates in existence for the 
printing of the Scriptures in a score of these 
fifty-five languages are at the Bible House. 
What this means to those who can obtain Scrip- 
tures in their own tongues nowhere else was 
in a measure illustrated in the October REcorpD, 
in the appeal for Scriptures in Mortlock and 
Ponape. 
Sources of Income 

A third phase of the work, perhaps not 
widely understood, is that of the raising of 
the money to meet the appropriations of the 
year. Less than one-sixth of it comes from 
investments of legal trusts, legacies, and annui- 
ties. Casually, this income might be considered 
easily obtained. But those sitting in the Finance 
Committee and facing the questions of safe 
investments and reinvestments; of preserving 
a fair balance between various kinds of invest- 
ments, such as railway stocks, mortgages, and 
other legal investments, would realize that it 
is not such a simple matter after all. 

Another portion of the income comes from 
the sale of Scriptures, both in America and 
on foreign fields. Only by careful and dili- 
gent business methods are the millions of vol- 
umes handled through the year without serious 
damage and loss. 

The Bible House in New York, built by 
money contributed especially for the purpose, 
was given to the Society as a source of income, 
intended to provide for the salaries of the gen- 
eral officers independent from the current gifts 
for its work. No little care and thought and 
labor are involved in its maintenance and the 
rental of its offices. At present, it brings to 
the work of the Society about $40,000 a year. 


WHENCE THE 
AMERICAN BIBLE 
SOCIETY DOLLAR 

COMES 


CHURCHES 
AND 


FE s 

orty-two cents of INDIVIDUALS 
every dollar must 
come from the gifts 
of those who believe 


in the Bible. 


The balance of the Society’s income, run- 
ning up toward half a million dollars, has to 
be raised by diligent effort and constant corre- 
spondence with the churches and denominations 
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which carry the American Bible Society on 
their budget; the Auxiliary Societies which 
turn in some of their income to help the world 
work of the American Bible Society; and es- 
pecially with the host of friends of the Bible 
who make their individual contributions to- 
ward its circulation. Many tens of thousands 
of letters go out from the Bible House, annu- 
ally, in this work, and the replies have to be 
carefully handled and recorded. It is a very 
real service to the spread of God’s kingdom, 
which is rendered by the Department of Ways 
and Means of the American Bible Society; 
as also is that of the Financial Department, 
which cares for the funds received, and sees to 
the prompt and accurate payments, not only 
of the bills which come to the Society, but of 
the annuities which go to many friends who 
have shown their confidence in the Society and 
devotion to its work by placing a steadily grow- 
ing sum in its charge, for its use ultimately. 


Distribution 

Some chapters in the story of distribution 
appear monthly in the columns of the REcorp. 
It has its monotony and variety, its disappoint- 
ments and surprises. All the ten Home 
Agencies and the twelve Foreign Agencies, 
and all the correspondents and voluntary 
workers who share in this service, would be 
able to distribute very much larger quantities 
of the Scriptures if funds allowed. 

“Something Must Be Done” 

Turn for a moment to one or two of the 
Home Agency estimates for the work of 1926. 
That from our great Southwest brought this 
message on two phases of the work—colpor- 
teurs and depositories: 


The colportage work for Mexicans which I con- 
template should be particularly along the border, be- 
cause there I find Mexicans in greatest numbers and 
in greatest poverty, as well as in greatest need of 
spiritual light. I am in closest touch with home mis- 
sionaries, give them a commission of twenty-five per 
cent. on their sales of Scriptures in Spanish, and 
donate in cases of special need. But these mission- 
aries themselves realize that they are not beginning 
to cover the ground and are crying out to me for 
reinforcements in the way of real colporteurs. * * * 

The need at Houston, Texas, has been on my 
heart for some years, until now I have the feeling 
that something must be done. Perhaps it is because 
I have been praying so earnestly about this matter. 
Quite recently there have come two requests for a 
Bible depository in Houston,—one from a committee 
of various women’s missionary societies of the 
Protestant denominations in that city; and the other 
from certain German individuals who are particularly 
interested in supplying immigrants with Scriptures. 
Houston is now a deep water port, which promises 
rapid growth in importance. I have written that, if 
the local interests were sufficient to provide free room 
rent for our depository, I would endeavor to finance 
‘the Bible distribution end of the enterprise. But 
without an increase in appropriation, I cannot under- 
take even that. 
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“Tf We Are Really Wanting to Serve All” 

From the Pacific Agency, covering a terri- 
tory as long as from Maine to Florida and 
reaching from the Pacific to the middle of the 
Rockies, in support of the estimates for the 
new year, the Secretary wrote at length show- 
ing that increased funds were needed and 
could be used. Among the needs he mentions: 


We feel that there is a large amount of territory 
that is not systematically covered, and we do hope 
that we can increase our colportage staff to meet 
this special need. The special fields that we would 
like to meet this coming year are the Germans and 
Russians of northern and eastern Washington and 
central California; also the outlying camps of the 
Chinese and the lumber camps of the Scandinavians 
and many other nationalities—the breeding hot-beds 
of radicalism and Bolshevism. It has been a number 
of years since our workers have made special tours 
among these other special national groups, and we 


Fifty-five Languages in which the American 
Bible Society has plates for printing the Scrip- 
tures at the Bible House, New York 


Albanian Hawaiian Quechua—Bolivia 
Arabic Hungarian Quechua—Ecuador 
Arapahoe Italian Reval—Esthonian 
Armenian (Modern)K’Pelle Roumanian 
Benga Kurdish Russian 
Bohemian Kusaien Ruthenian 
Bulgarian Lithuanian Sheetswa 

Bulu Luragoli Slavic 

Chamorro Marshall Islands Spanish 

Choctaw Mortlock Swedish 

Dakota Muskogee or CreekSyriac (Ancient) 
Danish Nauru Syriac (Modern) 
Dutch Navahoe Tonga 

English Norwegian Welsh 

Finnish Olunyore Winnebago 
French Polish Yiddish 

German Ponape Zapotec 

Gilbert Islands Portuguese Zulu 

Greek 


Five Forms of Scripture for the Blind in which 

the plates for embossing the Scriptures are the 

property of the American Bible Society, at the 
Bible House 


New York Point American Braille 
New York Point, Bipage Revised Braille Grade 114 
Boston Line Letter 


feel that there should again be taken up some aggres- 
sive work along these lines. 

We are increasingly using denominational work- 
ers. Yet, this is not on the whole a satisfactory 
method. Often their work overlaps that of other 
denominational workers; and they are eager to make 
their colportage work count denominationally. If 
we are really wanting to serve all the churches most 
effectively, it can best be done by our own men. 


The Hawaiian Islands form a part of this 
Agency and of them the Secretary writes: 


It has been some five years since I visited Hawaii 
and since we have had adequate and satisfactory tour- 
age among the large foreign element in the Hawai- 
ian Islands. I should make another trip next year 
to them. When there before, their centennial cele- 
bration was on, and it was not the propitious time 
for laying before the local churches the full responsi- 
bilities in connection with our work. 


Of Alaska, he writes: 


There is this undeveloped and, for us, unexplored 
field. We have never dealt adequately with it. It is 
a virgin field of needs and possibilities. Just now, 
when “all the nations of the world are endeavoring to 
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grasp territory at the North Pole, we ought not to 
be behind to follow up their efforts with some re- 
ligious expedition. 

To accomplish even the limited work he out- 
lined in his estimates, the Pacific Agency Sec- 
retary asked for $16,500. The anticipated in- 
come allowed the Board to appropriate only 
$12,000! 


What Home Agencies’ Appropriations Must Cover 
Here, let it be remembered that even this 
$12,000 is not available solely for the distribu- 
tion of Scriptures. In the letter requesting the 
estimates, the Agency Secretaries were asked to 
particularize their anticipated expenditures 
under eight headings with sub-divisions, as 
follows: 
1—Rent: office, storerooms, etc.; 2—WSal- 
aries: stenographers, bookkeepers, shipping 
clerks, janitors, etc.; also for head offices of 
sub-Agencies where they exist ; 3—Transporta- 
tion: freight drayage, postage, etc.; 4—Sec- 
retary’s traveling expenses; 5—Colporteurs’ 
wages ; 6—Colporteurs’ expenses ; traveling, in- 
cidentals ; 7—Donations and deductions cover- 
ing all forms of grants between the cost of 
the volumes and the amount received for them; 
8—Miscellaneous: printing, stationery, adver- 
tising, telephone, light, heat, water, insurance. 
While each of these items is contributory to 
the great work of circulating the Scriptures, 
they do not mean that the total of appropria- 
tions can be translated into books. Take the 
item of rent. It is necessary that there be a 
place where Scriptures may be on sale at the 
headquarters, and particularly where a consid- 
erable stock may be available. Normally, a 
salesroom should be on a business street in an 
attractive store. This, however, is the ideal 
rather than the actual in the Home Agencies, 
because of the limitation in appropriation. Few 
of the offices and salesrooms are so situated. 
In Chicago, for instance, while a rental of 
$2,700 is paid for an office in the business sec- 
tion, it is not on the ground floor and not easily 
accessible. The item of salaries of office help 
bulks large. Yet, without bookkeepers, stenog- 
raphers, shipping clerks, and janitors, no stock 
of Scriptures could be properly handled. 
Fortunately the Board felt justified not only 
in maintaining the Home Agency appropri- 
ations given in 1925, but in increasing them by 
about $6,000, which averages $600 to an 
Agency. That, however, does not spell much 
advance in these days of increasing costs. 


What Foreign Agencies’ Appropriations Must Cover 

The story of the Foreign Agencies has its 
parallels to that of the Home Agencies, and also 
its special features. All the publishing work 
for the Home Agencies is directed from the 
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Bible House, Astor Place, New York. For 
Latin America also the publication problem 
and work are handled largely from the Bible 
House. But on the foreign fields of Asia, the 
publication of the Scriptures has to be included 
in the appropriations, and directed by the 
Agency Secretaries in charge. The Levant 
Agency and the Arabic-Levant Agency are 
provided chiefly from plates belonging to the 
American Bible Society, held at Beirut, Syria, 
and printed by the Press of the Presbyterian 
Mission. In the Philippines, as a consequence 
of the Japan earthquake’s destruction of the 
plates and the printing plant in Yokohama 
which formerly supplied the Scriptures in the 
various languages and dialects of the Philip- 
pines, the publishing of Scriptures is being 
accomplished through presses in Manila. 
Much of the time and thought of the Agency 
Secretary has been, and will be, taken up in 
the processes involved; such as the obtaining 
of the right quality of paper, the setting of the 
type for the various versions, the making of 
plates, and the printing and binding. 

Siam has some of its printing done in Chi- 
engmai, and some at Bangkok. China obtains 
its printing from presses in Chengtu, Fuchav, 
and Shanghai; while the Japanese Scriptures 
are produced in Japan. Since the editions run 
up into large numbers in some of these coun- 
tries, there is large and serious responsibility 
on those in charge. For example, the China 
estimates look forward to the printing in Man- 
darin, Union Version alone, of 20,000 copies 
of the Bible, 230,000 of the New Testament 
or the New Testament and Psalms, and 3,- 
000,000 portions. Another 40,000 of five dif- 
ferent printings of Mandarin are anticipated. 
Details are also given of the anticipated 
printings in Wenli; Canton Colloquial; Fu- 
chau, Shanghai, and Suchau Colloquials, 
running over 100,000 volumes. In addition, the 
purchase from the United States and else- 
where of nineteen other editions of the Scrip- 
tures in English and other languages is anti- 
cipated for China alone. 


The appropriations must cover this phase of 
the work, as well as that of distribution, of sub- 
Agency Secretaries, rent, colporteurs, wages 
and expenses, transportation of Scriptures, and 
other items. 

Turning for a moment to the work ot dis- 
tribution abroad, let us consider as an illustra- 
tion of conditions in the Foreign Agencies, the 
following from the Philippine Islands: 

Colporteurs Wages: I repeat what I said last 
year, that my estimates for colporteurs’ wages is 
based entirely on what I think New York is able to’ 


stand. There is practically no limit to the amount . 
we could use for colporteurs’ wages. A careful study 


January, 1926 


of the colportage situation has enabled me to use 
what I get very economically, and I trust efficiently. 
We are endeavoring to get results for each peso we 


put out in wages. Our men are carefully checked and 
carefully supervised, and their work will improve 
from time to time under such supervision. I say 
this, because I want the committee to know that we 
can very legitimately use as high an amount as they 
feel can be appropriated for this purpose. I am ask- 
ing for $5,000. This will take care of but fifteen 
men,—a mere handful compared to what we ought 
to have. With this amount, I do not anticipate being 
able to take care of the southern situation to any 
great extent; but we can at least do something. 

In connection with our present colportage funds, 
I might suggest that our normal force, under the 
combined responsibility, should be not less than thirty 
men. Our force at present is but ten, and this after 
carefully allocating all possible funds to colportage. 
The British and Foreign always carried twenty full- 
time men, at a cost of over eight thousand dollars 
annually. Asa matter of fact their colportage budget 
as fixed by London was eighteen hundred pounds 
sterling. The best I can do under our present appro- 
priation is three thousand dollars. 

The American Bible Society has never 
stressed colportage as did the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, having had large success 
with other methods. Each field has perhaps 
its own peculiarities to be met by particular 
methods. As an illustration, we again quote 
from the Philippine Agency: 

Advertising: Under no circumstances should we 
have to reduce this item, the fruits of which are grow- 
ing from year to year. We now have a list of five 
thousand names, which we are constantly checking 
up and following up visiting with catalogs, appeals, 
etc. We are ever renewing names, keeping the list full 
to our appropriation capacity. There is no limit to 
the amount of good which can be easily done, with 
almost immediate results. We ought, in justice to 
our unparalleled opportunity, at least double the 
amount asked; thereby greatly widening the influence 
already being created. 

Colporteurs, Correspondents, and Voluntary Workers 


As in the past, so in the future, both the 
Foreign and Home Agencies will effect their 
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REV. T. TORRANCE, 
SUB-AGENT IN FAR 
WESTERN SZECHWAN, 
SELLING SCRIPTURES 
IN A VILLAGE 


China absorbed nearly 


9,500,000 volumes of 


Scripture in 1924 from 
the American, British 
and Scotch Bible Soci- 
eties, and would have 
purchased more had 


they been available. 


distribution through salaried colporteurs, 
through correspondents who receive more or 
less of a commission on the books they dis- 
tribute, and through voluntary workers who 
receive no remuneration, though they may re- 
ceive donations of volumes of the Scriptures 
they circulate freely. In addition, the Agencies 
at home and abroad, and the central office, look 
forward to distribution through the chaplains 
of the Army and Navy; hospitals and sani- 
toriums; reformatories and prisons; through 
evangelists traveling about or in charge of mis- 
sions in cities; through home and foreign mis- 
sionaries ; and through many other workers. 


Denominational and Interdenominational Agencies 


In the United States donations of consider- 
able quantities of Scriptures will be made also 
to denominational mission boards, and to such 
interdenominational organizations as _ the 
American Sunday School Union for its coun- 
try-wide mission work, especially among chil- 
dren; and the Home Missions Council, particu- 
larly for its work among American Indians. 

Distribution will be also accomplished di- 
rectly by the Auxiliary Bible Societies and the 
large State Bible Societies working in happy 
cooperation with the American Bible Society 
in our homeland. Abroad the Society will 
continue to make grants of books or money 
especially in Europe to national and other 
Bible Societies, and to the representatives of 
American Protestant denominations in their 
work. While in Asia, Africa, and other mis- 
sion lands, as necessity arises, Scriptures will 
be supplied, especially to American missions. 

Funds also are provided to meet emergencies, 
and to take advantage of any unusual openings. 
It is very gratifying to report that one has re- 
cently opened, unexpectedly, in Russia. 


14 
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THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT ALLOWS 
THE PRINTING OF THE BIBLE IN RUSSIA 


It has been extremely difficult, if not impossible, 
for the last four or five years to get Bibles into 
Russia. A few shipments for which permission was 
secured by Russians from their government have been 
admitted. All others have been stopped, whether sent 
by way of the Black Sea, the Caucasus, China, or the 
Pacific ports. Permission, however, now has been 
granted to print considerable editions at the govern- 
ment printing offices in Moscow and Leningrad. 


There are no plates at hand from which to print 
these Scriptures, and the changes in spelling required 
by the action of the government would make old 


plates valueless, if available. The American Bible 
Society, as a Christmas present to the Russian peo- 
ple, has offered to pay the cost of making a new 
set of plates, amounting to $10,000 or $15,000. The 
version is to be the same, and the general appear- 
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Conclusion 


Into the year 1926 the American Bible So- 
ciety enters, relying on the blessing and guid- 
ance of God, and the support and cooperation 
of lovers and users of the Bible, to make it 
increasingly available and efficacious the world 
over. To that accomplishment the budget out- 
lined over-leaf has been undertaken. 

e e 


Nore: A comparison of the appropriations for the 
Home and Foreign Agencies shown below should 
reckon the fact that some three-fourths of the amount 
under “Publication” are used in the supply of Scrip- 


ance of the book will be the same as the earlier 
editions. The books will be circulated without pur- 
pose of profit, for the good of all religious groups 
in Russia, and under their supervision and direction. 


tures for the Home Agencies, these not being charged 
in the appropriation, as books obtained by Foreign 
Agencies are. 


Details of the Budget 
The budget of $1,271,750 is appropriated as follows: 
ADMINISTRATION 


1. General Administration: 
Including salaries of general officers: two General Secretaries, a Treasurer, a Recording 
Secretary, and an Assistant Secretary; Salaries and wages, office force including eight per- 
sons; travel, postage, telephone, telegraph and cables, supplies, office equipment, Bible Society 


Record, Annual Report, pamphlets, leaflets, library expenses, Advisory Council, contingent. . $75,988 
2. Treasurer’s Office and Miscellaneous Accounts: 
Including bookkeeper, cashiers, etc. ; 
Pensions, interest on loans, legacy expenses, annuity expenses, payment of costs over income ; 
capital charges, real estate (not Bible House in New York); audits and special accounts, 
United States Trust Co..as Assistant Treasurer, collections ot checks, etc................... 21,546 
3. Ways and Means: 
Salaries and wages, news releases, general advertisement, Bible Sunday, pamphlets, lantern 
slides, exhibits and posters; annuity program, returns to churches, following up donors, new 
PRESPectsMCOnting ent retC. cere wat vot iih cara iticre mets acacia eucierieiclc ciererciniat Menem u tater er oes 68,896 
(Returns to churches means cost of promotion program of the several churches’ charges against the 
Bible Society) Soe 
pb esenitemsitovethersamolinitatOan acnih t. snc oc homie ate irom otc ecu ee Lean $166,430 
DISTRIBUTION 
4. General: 
Life Members, Auxiliary Bible Societies, the blind, miscellaneous home expenses, emergen- 
cies, and home grants in books or funds; miscellaneous foreign, furlough and traveling ex- 
penses, Foreign Agency Secretaries, pensions, grants in funds or books to fields not included 
in Agencies, countries in Europe, Asia, Africa, Micronesia, etc., and co-operative movements ; 
translation and revision, plates of new versions not charged in cost of books, contingent.... $74,700 
5. Publication: : 
Scriptures printed for the Society’s work in the United States and Latin America chiefly ; 
paper and press work, binding, general manufacturing expenses, superintendence, care and 
repair of plates, Scriptures purchased, depository charges...........0+-s+eccsncecseecsece 390,000 
6. Home Agency Secretaries: 
malaries. tefl Secretaries, AnducOmtimecne.« c-. « «ciety Mumiemnaneetrere rene ean eaereT  aeeee oe 33,100 
7. Home Agencies: 
Ten Agencies covering work among the Colored People, and throughout the United States, 
civapPLOpMavions Lor distributionmormoctIp trestle tice tic] coer eeee en aan aman 122,570 
8. Foreign Agencies: ‘ 
Secretaries’ salaries, twelve Agencies: West’ Indies, Mexi i 
; ; : WG , Mexico, Caribbean, Upper Andes, La 
Plata, Brazil, Levant, Arabic Levant, Philippines, Siam, China, Japan, and COMUGMBOAM, so occ 40,700 
9, Foreign Agencies, covering Latin America, the Near and Far East as already named: 
Expenditures for the manufacture and purchase of Scriptures and the expenses connected 
with their distribution by colporteurs, correspondents, etc. .....eceececeeseccececceccuce 444 250 
These items together amount to 
og a total’ Of, . Bg cee a eee ee a $1,105,320 


GRANDALOTAL. 0 .cs.cucg tet alnciee 4 cinle Queene siete sleet ae ae 


$1,271,750 
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Universal Bible Sunday Observance, 1925 


RIENDS of the Bible cause all over the 
world have helped once more to make 
Universal Bible Sunday a great day. 

The four hundredth anniversary of the pub- 
lication of William Tyndale’s translation of 
the New Testament undoubtedly served to 
increase the interest in Bible Sunday and to 
cause. many churches which formerly had not 
observed this day to do so in 1925. 


From all over the United States and even 
from foreign lands have come indications that 
the Tyndale brochure, posters, and leaflets pro- 
vided by the American Bible Society were 
greatly appreciated and extensively used. We 


are sorry we cannot print all the complimentary | 


remarks received in this connection, but the 


following quotations are typical: 


“Tt’s a great idea—fine!”’—H. R. M., Bernards- 
town, Mass. 

“The Tyndale poster and leaflet are excellent.”— 
J. B. C., Memphis, Tenn. 

“T have just finished my sermon on Tyndale, the 
Torch Bearer, and desire to acknowledge my indebted- 
ness to your pamphlet.”—F. L. C., Providence, R. I. 


“Also please send two more copies of your large 
It is a sermon in’ itself.’”—J. C. B.,; 


display poster. 
Washington, D.C. 


“The pamphlets have been of exceeding good service 


to many of the students who are planning sermons on 
Tyndale and his work for this coming Sunday.”’— 
_R. M. H., Auburn, N. VY. 


Translations of part or all of this material 
were made for use in the Far East and the 
Bible lands of the Near East and in Latin 
America. The requests for Tyndale leaflets for 
use in connection with Universal Bible Sunday 
have exceeded by 1,081, or 27 per cent. the 
requests for similar leaflets in 1924, which to 
that date constituted our banner year. 


Tyndale material to the extent of 84,789 sets 
were mailed to pastors and other religious 
leaders. Nearly 500,000 of the small Tyndale 
leaflets were requested for use in connection 
with Universal Bible Sunday, 1925. Fifty 
denominations and religious organizations are 
listed among those which called for this 
literature in 1925. Undoubtedly, many churches 
and other religious organizations observed this 
occasion without asking for special supplies 
from the American Bible Society. 


The press cooperated heartily in commenting 
upon Bible Sunday and giving notices to their 
readers. Thirty-two dailies and thirty-four 
religious journals gave special mention of the 
American Bible Society in connection with 
Universal Bible Sunday. Many other papers 
—hboth dailies and religious journals—made 


iG 
What 
_ to give the Bible to others in their Tanguage? 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
BIBLE HOUSE, NEW None © : 


mention of this occasion in connection with 
the William Tyndale anniversary. 

The topic lent itself to consideration in many 
of our educational institutions. In a number of 
places special lectures were given and exhibits 
of old Bibles were set up. Many libraries 
through the country also cooperated and, in 
some cases, made good use of the American 


a ee | 
a It Costing You 


COPY OF THE LARGE POSTER SUPPLIED FOR 
BIBLE SUNDAY 


Bible Society Tyndale poster in connection 
with their exhibits. 

To all of our friends we would repeat that 
the purpose of Universal Bible Sunday is not 
primarily to raise money for any society. The 
main purpose is to call upon our churches, 
Sunday schools, and other societies to set aside 
one Sunday each year to consider the important 
place which the Bible has held, now holds, and 
shall continue to hold, in the life of the in- 
dividual, church, state, and the world. 

Surely, if special Sundays are ever justified, 
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Universal Bible Sunday would seem worthy 
to command a place in the front rank of such 


occasions. 
To all those who cooperated in the celebra- 
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tion of this day in 1925 we extend grateful ap- 
preciation, and call upon all to look forward to 
even greater achievements on December 5, 
1926. Watch for our announcements later. 


Broadcasting the Scriptures at KPO 


By the Rev. A. Wesley Mell, Secretary, Pacific Agency 


T has become quite a treasured and distinctive 
feature of this great station in San [ran- 
cisco to broadcast a passage of Scripture at 
noon. Nothing is allowed to take its place. 
Its hour is held inviolate. Some weeks ago, 
when San Francisco gave a great public wei- 
come to the lost naval flyers, there was tre- 
mendous public interest aroused. Great atten- 
tion was given to the broadcasting of the 
exercises, followed by the reading of the 
Scriptures. The managing-director of KPO 


Station writes as follows in appreciation of the 
Scripture reading : 

“T believe that this transmission was one of 
the greatest popular broadcasts ever staged in 


the brief but spectacular history of the art, 
due to the fact of the great public interest in 
these flyers—their rescue after nine days 
afloat in a derelict seaplane in the broad 
Pacific, and their safe return to this, the port 
from which they started their journey. The 
millions of listeners in, situated in their homes 
and offices, got a real thrill out of the short 
talks by the municipal authorities. It was im- 
possible for everybody to be in San Francisco 
on that great day, or to attend the practically 
exclusive ceremonies in the City Hall, due to 
the small space available. 


“Your noonday Scripture reading fitted in 
perfectly with the welcome. With the closing 
of the talks by the daring aviators, after they 
were presented with their medals and other 
gifts from the citizens, KPO signed off with 
this announcement : 

““That concluded the Flyers’ Welcome 
Demonstration at the City Hall. You will 
please stand by for the Noonday Scripture 
Reading from KPO.’ 

“Then you came on the air, reading the hun- 
dred and twenty-fourth Psalm, and you will 
note from your Book of Psalms that that read- 
ing coincided directly with the welcome. 

“Thousands and thousands of letters that 


THE 
BIBLE SOCIETY 
“ANNOUNCER” 


MR. DECKELMAN 
WHO BOTH 
READS THE 
SCRIPTURES 
AND PLAYS 
THE CHIMES 

ON THE 
GREAT ORGAN 
AT 
KPO 


poured into KPO commended you on your 
activity, and I write you these few lines to 
express to you the appreciation of the Station 
Management and to advise you of the wonder- 
ful service performed. 

gion playing of the chimes on the great 
KPO organ preceding and following the read- 
ing gave the service a proper setting.” 

The accompanying picture is of Mr. Deckel- 
man, of our office force, who broadcasts for the 
Society, and shows a part of the keyboard 
of the great organ on which he daily plays 
the chimes before and after the reading. 


January, 1926 


Notes 


HE portrait on the cover was painted by 

Jassa Salganik, a Russian artist, and is 
considered an excellent one by the family and 
friends of Mr. Wood. The pose is one made 
familiar to the members of the Board when he 
has spoken before it. 


THis issue of the REcorp is unique in the 
novelty of a supplement. It seems most fitting 
that the fine mural paintings by Miss Violet 
Oakley, so strikingly depicting incidents from 
the life of William Tyndale, should mark our 
literature on the four hundredth anniversary of 
the printing of his New Testament in English. 
To reproduce them within the confines of an 
ordinary Recorp page did not seem adequate. 
The four scenes, originally in pairs in two 
panels, have been brought together with the 
thought that any who may so wish can frame 
them as a unit. 


Read Your Bible 


EAD your Bible. Not just to argue or 
debate, for neither are the most valuable 
of exercises. But that you may know life, the 
life of human nature and the life of God there- 
in. For the Bible is not a story of saint or 
sinner alone, but is rather the record of man, 
who is something of both. As you read it, it ap- 
pears somewhat as a magnified story of one’s 
self. It discovers you to yourself; your worst 
self, your everyday self, and the best of all your 
possible self are revealed to you. 

Read your Bible, for it is full of promises as 
well as precepts. You have heard more of the 
precepts than of the promises, unfortunately. 
You can secure the precepts indirectly, but not 
the promises. The promises are the conclusions 
of those who loved and believed and saw things 
through. They are yours only if you test them. 

Read your Bible, for it has something for 
you that no one else has ever come upon. It is 
living truth. You will not read far, if you are 
thoughtful, until you will be saying, “No one 
ever ‘told me that: Here is new truth for me.’ 

Here is January, 1926. There are fifty chap- 
ters in Genesis, and twenty-eight in Matthew’s 
Gospel. Why not carefully. read these two 
books during this month? Both deal with be- 
ginnings, and you are now beginning a new 
year—From a Church Calendar. 
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Do the Blind Want the BibleP 


BLIND man in Kansas had a New Testa- 

ment in American Braille to give away, 
Through the Ziegler Magazine for the blind, 
recently, he offered it to any blind person who 
would pay the transportation. Responses came 
from thirty-four individuals eagerly offering to 
do this. They wrote from thirteen states— 
New Hampshire to California; Minnesota to 
Georgia. A family of three blind sisters re- 
ceived the books. The thirty-three other ap- 
plicants were sorely disappointed. 

A disturbing feature is that to supply these 
thirty-four New Testaments would cost $1,- 
190. The New Testament in American Braille 
takes five volumes averaging $7 each. 

Another disturbing feature is that so many 
requests came for the Scriptures in American 
Braille. For fifteen years the American Bible 
Society has been supplying the Scriptures in 
this system, and making every effort to let 
its users know that the Bible was available in 
it. For five years this system has not been 
taught in the schools; Revised Braille sup- 
planting it. And yet, here were thirty-four 
adults, sixteen men, and eighteen women, 
unsupplied with the New Testament, and all 
eagerly appealing for it. 

Fortunately the American Bible Society, to 
whom were referred the letters of the thirty- 
three disappointed applicants, is in a position 
to supply each with two or three volumes, al- 
though this involves an expense of over $500. 
It would be glad to give each the whole New 
Testament so much desired, if funds allowed. 


An Expensive Christmas Present 

It has been a delightful privilege for the 
American Bible Society to cooperate with many 
friends of the blind during the recent Christ- 
mas season by selling them volumes of the 
Scripture at the special price of $1 each, for 
Christmas presents. Just what this involves, 
however, is probably not realized by many of 
these good friends of the blind. One such very 
gracious friend in Cleveland, Ohio, purchased 
100 selected volumes—49 in Revised Braille; 
28 in the Moon System; 22 in New York Point, 
and 1 in American Braille—at this $1 rate; 
thereby herself spending $100 in these Christ- 
mas presents for the blind—a generous deed. 
The cost price, however, of these 100 volumes 
was $620.€4. In other words, the American 
Bible Society shared in making these Christmas 
presents to the extent of $520.64. 

The need and value of special funds for sup- 
plying the Bible to the blind is apparent. 
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DNGROIRS ssaadsucod Ben eee The Secretaries 


New York, JANUARY, 1926 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


DECEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


4 Peas eighth stated meeting of the Board 
of Managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety in its one hundred and tenth year was 
held at the Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York, on Thursday, December 3, 1925, at 3:30 
o’clock p. m., President E. Francis Hyde in 
the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rev. E, J. Blekkink, D.D., a member of the Ad- 
visory Council of the American Bible Society. 

The minutes of the seventh stated meeting 
of the Board of Managers were presented and 
approved. 

The following memorial minute, prepared on 
behalf of the special committee by Mr. Frank- 
lin S. Edmonds, on the Rev. Rufus W. Miller, 
D.D., was read, and adopted unanimously by 
the Board. 

Rev. Rufus W. Miller, D.D. 


The American Bible Society desires to place upon 
record formally its deep appreciation of the life and 
Christian service of the Reverend Rufus W. Miller, 
D.D., late president of the Pennsylvania Bible Society, 
whose death on October 11, 1925, has brought sorrow 
to a large circle of friends and coworkers. 

Rufus W. Miller was born in Easton, Pennsylvania, 
May 12, 1862. He was graduated from Lafayette 
College in 1883 and, after attending the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, from the Theological Seminary at 
Lancaster in 1886; he received the degree of doctor of 
divinity from Heidelberg University in 1902, and from 
Lafayette College in 1907. He was ordained to the 
ministry in 1886 and, after brief pastorates in Reading 
and Hummelstown, he became secretary of the Sun- 
day-school Board of the Reformed Church, in 1894. 
Then began an administrative service to the Christian 
church, which continued for over thirty years. 


As secretary, he gave direction and guidance to the: 


great movement which has resulted in the systematiza- 
tion of Sunday-school instruction. As a clergyman 
and a leader in his branch of Christendom, he threw 
himself ardently into the work of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ, and was for years chair- 
man of its commission on temperance. He was the 
founder of the Brotherhood of Andrew and Philip, 
and remained until his death honorary president of that 
great Christian fraternity. The stately building at 
Fifteenth and Race Streets, Philadelphia, which houses 
the administrative agencies of the Reformed Church, 
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public welfare, or to advance the cause of Christianity. 
His work, as president of the Pennsylvania Bible 
Society, was characterized by energy, enthusiasm, and 
excellent judgment; and we record particularly our 
appreciation of his cooperation and fellowship in the 
great work in which our Society, in common with the 
Pennsylvania Bible Society, is engaged. His death is 
an irreparable loss to a large circle of family, friends, 
and associates, to whom the American Bible Society 
extends its respectful sympathy. 

“They that be teachers shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament, and they that turn many to righteous- 
ness, as the stars forever and forever.” 


The minutes of the Budget Committee were 
presented with the appropriations recommended 
for 1926, and a folder containing details was 
placed in the hands of the members of the 
Board. After explanations by the officers, the 
Board took action, making the appropriations 
for 1926 as detailed on page 14 of ‘this issue 
of the Recorp, totaling $1,271,750. 

The Recording Secretary presented resolu- 
tions adopted by the Advisory Council, which 
had been in attendance at the meeting of the 
Budget Committee. (These resolutions and a 
statement about the Advisory Council will be 
found on page 9 of this REcorp.) 

The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved. 

On the recommendation of the General Ref- 
erence Committee, Mr. Jared G. Baldwin was 
elected a Manager. 

A letter was read from the Rev. T. C. Vin- 
son, translator of the Luba-Lulua Bible, send- 
ing a check from the Laymen’s Club of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., to reimburse the Society for expenses 
incurred in connection with this translation, 
Mr. Vinson being supported by this club in his 
missionary work. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of November, 1925: Brazil, 
16,413 volumes, valued at $1,004.55; Carib- 
bean, 7,401 volumes, valued at $2,301.16; 
Philippines, 30,545 volumes, valued at $1,- 
272.76; Upper Andes, 63 volumes, valued at 
$52.33; West Indies, 725 volumes, valued at 
$467.69; total volumes, 55,147; total value, 
$5,098.49. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of November were 550,908 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 
I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society 


and bears the honored name of Philip Schaff, was in formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred 


pate ae the result of his foresight, devotion, and sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 
CASE UD : hundred and forty-one, th es 

These are notable achievements, and these are only f y paesSusn. Of : 
a part of the record of a man who never hesitated to If real estate is given, for the last three words above, ‘“‘the - 


: rae ; : sum of,’’ substitute the words “ 
give of his time and influence in order to serve the wit.” ” itute the words “the following property, to 
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CASH RECEIPTS FOR NOVEMBER, 1925 
LEGACIES HOME AGENCIES Auxiliary Societieson 
Hubbard, Myron, late of Aan tice yennasticee coctee $ 4,769 30 Book Account ......... $ 2,497 00 
Wellsburg, W. Va....... S140 0.000 OM Con train aacte.ctec sc «siete 3,316 95 Auxiliary Societies on Do- 
Tucker, Josephine, late of Colored People of the U. nation Account ........ 417 76 
UA CIMED WAS cic teteicieie et sicie.< 1,150 89 So AWM onces a sithelnieneierel acs. euesarere 1,816 25 Home Agencies ......... 80,353 64 
—— Eastern ........... 3,427 13 Returns from Scriptures 
$2,150 89 National Capital. ’ 263 61 Donated sincere cee 438 92 
—— Northwestern ... ,302 64 a 
IPACifiCueae te 2,891 06 $64,303 21 
GIFTS SUBJECT TO LIFE South Atlantic 2,914 30 ae 
Amount received during WEI aa Solon ogooneenocc 1,947 86 A DeDAtTion oem $ 908 54 
UGE aeaiaradey “Sana cod Gnomon $28,145 00 "$30,353 64 353 64 Income from Available In- 
AES vestments ....... pasdoug 21 00 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES From Home Agencies and Included ‘7G2me from Legacies and 
Rec’d on Rec’d on in Home Agencies Receipts General Salaries and Ex- 
Donation Book Donations from Auxiliary DCTS Sime hatetoriictsnstoterlererecrets 2 25 
Account Account Societies: Diffusion of Information.. 75 69 
PA TAO ATH Merocrel siete ee $ 45 85 New Alexandria, Pa...... $100 00 MCS ETA ORs cacctonleemeiene 977 64 
Buffalo City and iPennsylvaniaes-. atetcicle 749 16 Seriptures to the Blind... 54 33 
Erie County, N. Y. 550 00 Somerset,.Co., Ne dic acecies 400 00 Manufacturing Credits... 1,343 09 
Freedom, Welsh, N.Y. 78 80 Gitts from Churches. aamaes 720 77 Bible House Rentals...... 9,501 60 
Massachusetts ..... 25 00 1,000 00 Gifts from Individuals...... 330 98 Gifts for Distribution to 
pega clon Mo... 50 00 Aaaoee ae ae piling ae a from 
ew Bedford, Mass. M RIPTURE urches; $79. from 
New Hampshire .... 112 79 ee PENSE on URES 1H DAKO KUEN ES) 5 Goocnocomosd 84 80 
SNIQWie OG eicietele cs cieie 339 80 i 2 Friend t F Gifts from Churches...... 28,360 44 
Saint Louis, Mo.... 240 82 Set ah eet AehS e OE $360 00 ©‘ Gifts from Individuals.... 13,878 62 
Schenectady Co., N.Y. 97 5 ee f Natio me alias Bible Society Record ..... 10 80 
Sharon, Conn. ..... 2 00 gas ch wn Ue Agee 43 Japan Earthquake Fund f 
Troy Female, Ohio. 126 96 50 70 L cae ae ysis 100 from Individuals ....... 4 00 
Ulster County, N. Y. 43 41 BOnercoe th ee es 7 50 ae aa 
United Bible Society, Ta bell, ME ee Te es: 24 $55,332 47 
Ee ten co, Wesleyan Methodist Mission ras 
a eee Board, West Africa...... 50 05 BOCA CSSh Fecelpts ons ell2,02 ese 
$2,497 00 $438 92 JOURNAL ENTRY 
Received on Dona- Gifts Subject to Life Inter- 
PONT ACCOUNT.. .e.ier ——- 417 76 RECAPITULATION est, Twenty shares pre- 
-—————— | Wegactes) \. sujasaccwsrens cies s $ 2,150 89 ferred stock, par value 
$2,914 76 Gifts Subject to Life In- $2,000.00, Entered at ....... $1 00 
HETOS ES terse screiss cle ietarbierste 28,445 00 em 
CASH STATEMENT FOR NOVEMBER, 1925 
GENERAL CASH STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS 
Balance from October, 1925... ....0s06nser00s 349 Deb Oomn DINSmO le Ix CHAN RE lr sielols ssrsit it eiclae erevstcietetere otene $ 14,723 24 
eS iO PAI UXA AT OSs scales cists isis leleveresio cia 417 76 General Salaries and Expenses............... ,708 386 
PRMD cl ld LAOS we oterevereisve sielenc’oisiere vale, 0\lefeleguacieve ieienee (s)srelo 2,497 00 Treasurer’s Office—Salaries and Expenses... 1,051 48 
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PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT CASH STATEMENT 


Balance from October, 1925........... 
Transferred from General Cash...... 


Total Cash Balance 


SoCo Wo $ 740 33 


31,089 53 
$31,829 86 


Publication Department 
Balance! to December, 1925.23.60. css sins c ce 487 75 


CC CC a ee 


JoooviN ned opMImoNOsapYS $31,342 11 


$31,829 86 


. -$61,523 60 


Please 


Name: 


ONDS 


The American Bible Society annuity bonds offer 
careful investors: 


1. A convenient, safe and _ profitable financial 
investment during life. (Rates run as high 


as 9%.) 


2. The privilege of making an enduring gift to help 
spread abroad the Word of God. (While other 
things perish the Word of God endures.) 


Funds received by the American Bible Society on 
the annuity basis help this Society in its important mis- 
sionary work of translating, publishing and distributing 
the Scriptures “without note or comment” in scores of 
different languages and dialects. 


During the past 109 years this Society has issued 
164,907,176 volumes of the Scriptures. Its circulations 


for 1924 amounted to 6,652,299 in 171 languages and 
dialects. 


These activities underlie all Christian work both at 
home and abroad. Unless we supply “Every man in his 
own tongue” with the Scriptures, how will the people 
learn to know and follow their Saviour? 


Use the attached coupon to send for our booklet, 


“Bibles and Bonds,” which describes fully our annuity 
bond offer. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


send me, without obligation on my part, Booklet No. 62C. 
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